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With this issue the Mist enters upon its
thirty-fifth volume. It ranks among the oldest
papers of the state, and besides this, few, very
few, country weekly papers in the state equal
the Mist in the amount of home news pub-
lished in every issue. The front page alone
contains as many “ems” in news as most of
the country weeklies publish in their entire
185ue.

This Mist is pleased to be classed among
the pioneers of Columbia county. It has been
ulentified with every public enterprise advo-
cated since its founding, and has done its part
toward bringing about the results desired. It
is still anxious to lend its assistance to any
and all enterprises that will result in good, not
only socially and morally, but financially as
well.

The Mist is strictly a home paper and aims
to give all the news and all the time for all
Columbia county, and this i1s why the Mist is
absolutely a necessity in every home in Co-
lumbia county., The home without it 15 un-
fortunate and is several degrees in the rear of
the procession when it comes to knowledge of
what “we and our neighbors™ are doing.

While the Mist is all that is elaimed for it
in this article, it is the intention to make it
still more attractive the coming vear by add-
ing new features that are in contemplation.

‘\\'c take this occasion to wish all our r(-‘;ul‘
ers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
. Year.

THE BIBLE IN THE SCHOOL

At the M. E. church Sunday evening, Rev,
Sandifur talked upon “The Church in Relation
to the Public Schools,” and advecated the
adoption of the Gary system by the schools of
St. Helens.

This topic is of vital interest to the citizen-
ship of our republic, and withal so new for
this part of the dominion that it seems a long
way in the future, Still, why not take hold of
the matter at once and see what can be done.
Why wait for other western states to adopt a
plan and then fall in line? St. Helens might
as well lead the procession,

Some of the schools in our sister state,
Washington, have adopted the Gary svstem
and find it an excellent solution of the “church
in relation to the schools” problem. While
smaller places find it one of the things for
which they have long sought.

New York, the great metropolis, is trving
it out in very satisfactorily. For vears the
teaching of the Bible in schools has hieen spas-
maodically agitated and dropped, as no method
could be found to suit all religions, each one
contending that the instruction would be of a
denominational nature and along sectional
lines.

Rev, Gary of Indiana, finally solved the
problem and evolved what is known as the
“Gary System,” a teaching of the Bible in the
schools, non-sectarian and eliminating dogma
or creeds. 5

As Rev, Sandifur was a classmate of Rey
Gary, and has made some study of the subject,
his discussion of the system may be used to
advantage.

To adopt the Bible as a studv and give one
hour each dav, or to begin, every other day or
onece a week, for this subject, the pupils to be
given credit for this the same as any study,
The pupils to each go to their own church for
mmstruction at the appointed hour and where
they are only starting and have no class room
or special teacher. In most cases the pastor
will give his time for the work, as it is along
his line of work among the young people and
children.

There is no more important study than
that of the Bible and no boak of which our
children are more ignorant., It has been gen-
erally left for the preacher and older ones.
Why have the old ancient histories, mvthol-
ogy and other ologies heen placed ahead of
the Bible in our schools? There is no more
beautiful language, no more interesting his-
tory in any book. The Commandments, Ser-
mon on the Mount, and the thousand and
more good things to be found, comprise a
study far above any in the world, and where
a system has been evolved whereby this can
be given to the young, would he a better way
to train them in the paths they should go,
than to have evangelistic services once a vear
to bring the young people back to the church.
. The protestant religion is more neglected
in this respect than any other. Why? The
Catholie, Lutheran and Jewish people have
special training from infancy.

There seems to have heen a prevailing
feeling that the Bible study was for a lot of
old women and a few old men, and for the
voung people up to date, to ridicule, When
allowed to study for themselves, they either
do not understand or geltsa wrong impression,
and the reading 1s dry, A proper, systematic
study of the Bible, needs nothing to be elim-
inated, since light and understanding of the
book of all books furnishes the knowledge
whereby the young may begin early in life to
work out their own salvation,

Ii our boys and girls upon entering college
were equipped with a knowledge of the Bible,
tf}ev would not be swayed by so many con-
flicting theories, views and personalities, as

tion of Christianmity, rvight living, night think
g and spiritual guidanee to be found in the
Bible and no place else.

Rev. Sandjfur called upon anv who were
interested in the subject to come to him for
mformation. \We would like to see the Gary
svstem tried out in the St Helens schools,
with such broad minded and able men as Revs,
Sandifur and Foster as instructors.

B and participate in
at the league mesting

STATE TEXT BOOKS AGAIN

State Printer Lawrence has thrust upon
the unsuspecting public the proposition of the |
state printing its own school books, It may
oive t‘mplu\tlwni 1O a4 great many prmters,
and that 1s about all the good that can he saud
of the proposition.

Instead of a savirig of ity per cent in the
cost of school books, it will add ro the burden
of taxpayers, furnish good fat offices for a few
favorites and what is equally as grievons, the
children of the state will be furmished with an
mferior grade of s¢hool books when they arve
entitled to the very hest.

Those states that have attempred to pub
hish their own school hooks have made a fail
ure of it, besides squandering thousands of |
dollars in the experiment,

California has made a failure of it. W lile
that state is credited with the publication of
their own bhooks, many of them were prinied
from leased plates, and others were printed in
the East and only the binding performed in
the state.

While we are in favor of keeping every
possible dollar at home, we do not helieve in
saclidling an expense on the people  withont
getting adeqguate returns,  The great school
ook publishing houses are in hostile conpe
tition for the reason that the house furnishing
{|1t‘ '1("-1 In'l-k i-'- lht' one .'hin]l'!w] |-\ T|!n~|' i:|
authority, They emplov the ablesi educutors
procurable and at a fabulous salary, n thei
efforts to excel,  And every book published i<
copyrighted, which fully protects the use of
their own matter,

[t wonld be useless to attempt state publi
cation of school books under an appropriation
of 100,000, with an additional appropriation

at the next biennial sessiom for the nsnal
deficit.

[t is anill wind that blows no good.  Anton
Gamer. a dry  cleaner of Parsons, Kan..

through error last February, ordered 10 gal
lons instead of ten gallons of carbon tetra
chloride. The price was $1.20 a gallon.  He
tried to persuade the drug company to take
back the extra 90 gallons, but it refused, aml
he figured he had lost more than S100 10 the
transaction, The war in the meantime cunsed
the price of the chemical to soar. and Fridi
the concern of which he hought the order paid
$30.15 a gallon to him for the 9 gallons it
had refused. Gamer's profit wias more than
$2500,

\merica’s note to Austria on
practicallv an ultimatum, it was learned
high authority at Washington. It was stated
that this gountry has placed herself in a [hrsi-
tion to sever diplomatic relations with Vienna
if Austria does not accede to demands. The
demands of the note to Ausiria  are  very
strong’ and an immediate reply is requested
W hat are their exact nature cannot be learnesd.
but it is understood that one featture requires
the captain of the submarine which sank the
Ancona be held to strict accountability for the
act.

Ancona was

131

W. H. Tait will never he president agnin
for the reason that he advocates the abolish-
ment of the office of postmaster. e is of the
apinion that all the postmaster does in offices
of the first and second class is to draw their sal
aries.  The chief clerk and helpers perform all
the work, hence the advocation of the aholish-
ment of the . M,

—_—_—

Lady Pontiac [ohanna, a cow valued at
$20,000, has just broken the worlil’s record
for butter production by yielding 638 poun
of milk in one week from which was made
41.81 pounds of bhutter, This eclipses the
former butter record by 334 pounds.  Lads
Pontiac Johanna is owned by Oliver Cabana,
Ir.. of Buffalo.

The faculty of McMinnville college has
unanimously  adopted the following resoln
tion: “lntercollegiate foothall is a Source of
evil, is not a good advertiser and does not en-
courage friendly relations between schools.”
Poor old MeMinnville.

e

The Republican national convention will
be held in Chicago, Tune 7th. The Demeocratic
national convention will be held in St. Lotie
one week later.

_ Senator Chamberlain has introduced 21 bill
in the U. S, senate to make military traming
compulsory for all boys between the ages of
12 and 23 vears.

“Punch, brothers, punch, punch with care,
punch in the presence of the confectionnire.”
All punch boards ordered out with the present
year,

In your invoeations for “peace on earth,
good will to men,” do not forget 1o pray for
the warring Methodists of Portland

e £y W

The customary New Year resolution to
board the water wigon will not be necessary.
I'he water wagon will call for you,

It looks like peace will be declared in Mex-
ico.  Villa has given up his command and is
fleeing from the wrath 1o come,
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ST. HELENS ROUTE
via Willamette Slough

THE PEOPLES BOAT ﬁ
STR. AMERICA

Loaves Portland dally - -2:30 p. m
(Sunday 1:30 p.m)
Arrives 8t Helens - 600 p.om
(Bunday 3:30 p. m.)
Loaves S, Helonn -« B;16 8 B
Arrives Portland - - - 10:16 . B

H. HOLMAN, Agent
Maken all wiy landings. Wharf fool

Alor strect. Phones: Man §333
A4204,
FRANK WILKINS, St Helons Agonk

PURE
MILK

CREAM

Furnished Daily by

ST. HELENS DAIRY

S. N. CADE, Proprietor

ST. HELENS, OREGON.

Phone 107-6,

Our facilithes and equipment
for handling  daley  producis
onablos us to supply the best
grads of milk and eream, which
In wtrictly sanitary.

We are anxlous o seoure
more  eustomers and promise
Koml seryive,

Satlsfaction  guaranteed 10
overy respoct,




